
Mystery Case No. 

Dear Inspector,

Hindsight is indeed 20/20. Congratulations on completing your 

degree in underwater puzzle-solving - you’ve come a long way 

these four years. Now the only thing standing between you and 

your diploma is this puzzle I composed, just for you. 

Yours sincerely,

L. Rafael Reif

President

Re: L. Rafael Reif, Office of the President

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

77 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, MA, USA

June 5, 2020

The first operands of (-) and (÷) are always taken to be the larger number!

= bottles of beer on the wall

strings of an acoustic guitar =

rings of the Olympics logo =

(+)

= no. of deadly sins

(-) (×) (+)(-) (-)

innings of a baseball game =

(+) (+) (-)(÷) (÷)

perfect hindsight =

molecular weight of H2O =

= no. things to do before 

graduating

= squares of a chessboard

(×)

(+) (+)

(+)(×)

(-) (+)(-)

course no. of BioE major =

= letters of the alphabet

= year of commencement

colors of a Rubik’s cube = = years of a Silver 

anniversary 


