
Cruciform Heraldry (Solution)
This puzzle is presented as a cross-shaped arrangement of coats of arms. Other than the blank one
showing a question mark, the coats of arms are those of 25 of the 26 cantons of Switzerland, which
is also hinted at by the title, the initials of which are the same as the abbreviation for Switzerland (CH,
Confoederatio Helvetica), and the name of the font used in the title (Helvetica). Also, the dimensions of
the cross are exactly the dimensions of the cross in the Swiss coat of arms and flag. The missing 26th
coat of arms is that of Vaud, which says “LIBERTÉ ET PATRIE” on it.

The puzzle is a cryptogram. Each of the boxed rows contains the name of amunicipality in Switzerland
(or a district in the case of Appenzell Innerrhoden, which does not have municipalities and whose districts
are equivalent to municipalities in other cantons), where diacritics and hyphens have been preserved,
which makes one of the names (Châtel-sur-Montsalvens) an easy way to break into the cryptogram. The
decrypted grid is shown below, where the missing letters are marked in red.
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The first letters of the municipality names spell out ORDER BY CANTON LETTER MAPPING. As
it turns out, there is a bijection between municipalities and cantons; each of the 26 cantons contains a
different municipality in this set. Order the missing letters in each municipality name by the cryptogram
letter mapping of the coat of arms of the canton that municipality is in, and they spell outMEET VIRGINIA
OR PERMANENTWAY. This clues the answer, TRAIN TRACK, as “Meet Virginia” is a track by the band
Train and the term “permanent way” refers to a railroad track (thanks to Erin Rhode for this cluephrase).

Municipality Canton Coat of Arms Cipher Letter Missing

Châtel-sur-Montsalvens Fribourg A M
Tscheppach Solothurn B E
Nendaz Valais C E
Turbenthal Zurich D T
Rebeuvelier Jura E V
Nenzlingen Basel-Landschaft F I
Engelberg Obwalden G R
Pigniu Graubünden H G
Ebikon Lucerne I I
Yvorne Vaud J N
Lichtensteig St. Gallen K I
Acquarossa Ticino L A
Buochs Nidwalden M O
Glarus Glarus N R
Orpund Bern O P
Erstfeld Uri P E
Oberegg Appenzell Innerrhoden Q R
Neuheim Zug R M
Illgau Schwyz S A
Riehen Basel-Stadt T N
Peseux Neuchâtel U E
Trogen Appenzell Ausserrhoden V N
Abtwil Aargau W T
Dozwil Thurgau X W
Ramsen Schaffhausen Y A
Meyrin Geneva Z Y


